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Abu al-Qasim Khalaf ibn al-Abbas Al-Zahrawi (936-1013),
(Arabic: gsla il el 5 GlA o L) ) also known in the West as Abulcasis, was
an Arabphysician who lived in Al-Andalus. He is considered the greatest medieval surgeon to
have appeared from the Islamic World, and has been described by some as the father of
modern surgery. His greatest contribution to medicine is the Kitabh al-Tasrif, a thirty-volume
encyclopedia of medical practices. His pioneering contributions to the field of surgical
procedures and instruments had an enormous impact in the East and West well into the
modern period, where some of his discoveries are still applied in medicine to this day.

He was the first physician to describe an ectopic pregnancy, and the first physician to identify
the hereditary nature of haemophilia.

Kitab al-Tasrif

Abii al-Qasim's thirty-chapter medical treatise, Kitab al-Tasrif, completed in the year 1000,
covered a broad range of medical topics. including dentistry and childbirth, which contained
data that had accumulated during a career that spanned almost 50 years of training, teaching
and practice. In it he also wrote of the importance of a positive doctor-patient relationship and
wrote affectionately of his students. whom he referred to as "my children". He also
emphasized the importance of treating patients irrespective of their social status. He
encouraged the close observation of individual cases in order to make the most accurate
diagnosis and the best possible treatment.

Al-Tasrif was later translated into Latin by Gerard of Cremonain the 12th century, and
illustrated. For perhaps five centuries during the European Middle Ages. it was the primary
source for European medical knowledge, and served as a reference for doctors and surgeons.

Not always properly credited, Abli Al-Qasim's al-Tasrif described both what would later
became known as "Kocher's method" for treating a dislocated shoulder and "Walcher
position” in obstetrics. Al-Tasrif described how to ligature blood vessels almost 600 years
before Ambroise Paré, and was the first recorded book to document several dental devices
and explain the hereditary nature of huemophilia. He was also the first 1o describe a surgical
procedure for ligating the temporal artery for migraine, also almost 600 years before Pare
recorded that he had ligated his own temporal artery for headache that conforms to current
descriptions of migraine. Abfi al-Qasim was therefore the first to describe the migraine
surgery procedure that is enjoying a revival in the 2lst century, spearheaded by Elliot
Shevel a South African surgeon.

Abii al-Qasim also described the use of forceps in vaginal deliveries. He introduced over
200 surgical instruments, Many of these instruments were never used before by any previous
surgeons. Hamidan, for example, listed at least twenty six innovative surgical instruments
that Abulcasis introduced.

His use of catgut for internal stitching is still practised in modern surgery. The catgul appears
to be the only natural substance capable of dissolving and is acceptable by the body. Abii al-
Qasim also invented the forceps for extracting a dead fetus, as illustrated in the Al-Tasrif.
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Atony

Jejunum

Rectum

Dropsy

Anasarca

Ascites

Hydrocephalus
Obstruction of external Ear
Warts

Chalazion

Operation of trichiasis and
distichiasis

Entropion

Symblepharon and
Ankyloblepharon
Pterygium

Pannus

Pyophthalmitis

Nasal grwoths

Tumours of the lips
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Growth in gums

Removal of Ranula

Removal of Bones and foreign
bodies from throat

Removal of scalp growths

Catheterisation
Lithotomy

Hydrocele

Sarcocele

Varicocele

Atony of scrotum
Vaginal growth and clitoris
Instrumental delivery
Extraction of dead foetus
Extraction of Placenta
Imperforated Anus

Sinus

Acne
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Crushed nail
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Removal of Fractured bones
Excision of swellings and
growths (external, internal)
Surgical instruments
Cautery instrument

Needle

Tubes

Large curet

Small Scraper

Broad Scraper

Larynx

Nasal Polyps
Incision of Axillary Growths

Paracentesis

Incision of the abcess of
Uterus
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Haemorrhoids

Leucoderma
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Spleen

Treatment of Imperforated
hymen

Treatment of Herpes
Treatment of Wounds
Large Blind hook

Sciatica

Washing out the Bladder with

Syringe

Incision of scrofula

Excision of Cancer

Femoral hernia

Operation of Inguinal hernia
Castration

Hermaphrodite

Venesection
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Forceps

Fractures
Facial Paralysis

Screw

Foreign body in the ear

Olive Cautery

Peg Shaped cautery
Bi- Spit cautery
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Fire Cup
Cautery for lips
Cautery for Temporal Region

Cautery for vertex Region
Cautery for Asthma

Scraper

Bent curet

Scraper for Cutting the Bones
Thin Scraper
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Obstetric forceps
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Saw

Scissors

Scissors

Razor

Catheter
Enema Syringe

Syringe

Syringe of Bladder

Forcep

Probe
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Melancholia

Sinus
Exophthalmos
Sawing the teeth

Sclerosis

Exomphalos

Gout

Epidemic Conjunctivitis
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